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HLK valet entered and informed him that the Monsignoro
had returned, and would not be denied. Lothair roused
himself from his delicious reverie, and his countenance be-
came anxious and disquieted. He would have struggled
against the intrusion, and was murmuring resistance to his
hopeless attendant, who shook his head, when the Moiisig-
nore glided into the room without permission, as the valet
disappeared.

It was a wonderful performance: the Monsignore had at
Mie same time to make a reconnaissance and to take up a
posi.tion; to find out what Lothair intended to do, and yet
to act and speak as if he was acquainted with those inten-
tions, and was not only aware of, hut approved them. He
seemed hurried and yet tranquil, almost breathless with
solicitude and yet conscious of some satisfactory consum-
mation. His tones were at all times hushed, but to-day he
spoke in a whisper, though a whisper of emphasis, and the
dark eyes of his delicate aristocratic visage peered into
Lothair, even when he was making a remark wliich seemed
to require no scrutiny.

* It is one of the most important days for England that
have happened in our time,' said the Monsignore. ' Lady
St. Jerome thinks of nothing else. All our nobility will be
there, the best blood in England, and some others who
sympathise with the unity of the Church, the real question.
Nothing has ever gratified the Cardinal more than your in-
tended presence. He sent to you this morning. He would
have called himself, but he has much to go through to-day.
His Eminence said to mo: " It is exactly what I want.
Whatever may be our differences, and they are really slight,
what I want is to show to the world that the sons of the
Church will unite for the cause of Divine truth. It is the
only course that can save society." When Lady St. Jerome
told him that you were coming this evening, his Eminence
was so affected that------*